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that he’s missed the flyoffs two rounds 
from the end of the preliminaries. “That 
means I shall have to compete in 2010,” 
he told me, “I am determined to add 
another WC win to my record.” In fact 
he did get in simply because his team-
mate Cody Remington blooped in the 
final round. Both pilots could easily make 
the French flyoffs, with Cody having had 
the edge in both the US team trials and 
last week’s team practice comp in the 
Rockies. Few F3J pilots will have put in 
more spot landing practice than these 
two in recent months - see Tube videos.

Other pilots who have successful track 
records such that you would expect 
to see them in the flyoffs are Craig 
Goodrum from South Africa, Ricardas 
Siumbrys from Lithuania, Primoz Rizner 
from Slovenia, last year’s European 
champion and prime adviser to Bulgaria’s 
NAN Models,  Marco Generali from Italy, 
Jo Grini from Norway and Sasa Pecina 
from Croatia.

But it’s not my job to just pick the easiest 
bets. I look for unlikely contenders in with 
a chance and these are Shuhei Okamoto 
from Japan returning to F3J WCs after 
having had to stay away due to public 
duties, Sotir Lazarkov who triumphed in 
Osijeka and is such an F3J mainstay in 
Bulgaria, Austin Guerrier from UK who 
assures me he will nail his landings when 
it counts. For sheer determination and 
dedication, I include Aleksandr Volkov 
from Russia. One Russian pilot travels 

Already double world 
champion, the 2010 
F3J WCs in France 

will give David Hobby 
and his teammates a 

chance to pull off a 
third champion’s medal.

All indications are that 
standards have reached 

an even higher plane, but 
that’s the challenge that 

David relishes.
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24 hours by train to reach his nearest 
airport, which is then 3 hours from 
Moscow, and then onwards to Lyon or 
Paris to reach Dole.

So far I have picked 20 plus pilots for 
possibly 12 places. 

Deep breath: my final list of flyoff 
places is: Mustafa Koc, Juraj Adamek, 
Lionel Fournier, Arend Borst, Tobias 
Lammlein, David Hobby, Craig Goodrum, 
Jiri Duchan, Cody Remington, Austin 
Guerrier, Primoz Rizner and Shuhei 
Okamoto.

Champion team this time will be 
Germany with USA second, and the next 
champion of the F3J world will be Cody.

TEAM NEWS

On to team news: I try to contact all team 
managers a few days before this Gossip 
asking for latest information, although 
I know that for those who don’t read 
or write English, or for those who are 
immersed in work or preparations for 
France, it must be difficult. To those who 
replied, many thanks.

Saddest news is that all three Turkey 
juniors, Esra Koc, Ali Ersu and Cem 
Aktay, amongst the first to register, have 
been forced to withdraw, according to 
TM Serdar Cumbus, due to “Very difficult 
school exams.” What a pity that the 
education authorities don’t recognise 
the importance of FAI scheduling.  But I 
also applaud those junior F3J pilots still 

Primoz Rizner from 
Slovenia, already the 
current European 
champion and set to 
help host next year’s 
Eurochamps in Bovec, 
will have an ambition 
to become world and 
european prizewinner. 
That’s a tall order and 
that’s what makes every 
FAI championship such a 
teaser of possibilities.
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Southern 
California
Soaring Clubs

The 2010 SC-2
Man-On-Man
Summer Event

Your SC-2 Committee invites you 
to fly in the first SC-2 Man-On-Man 
thermal duration contest event.

You asked for a contest where the 
odds are even and nobody gets an 
advantage in the weather conditions... 
well here it is!

The date is set for July 24th and the 
location is the fabulous AYSO Soccer 
fields in Riverside.

Download the entry form at:

<http://site.sc2soaring.com/uploads/
SC2_man-on-man_entry_form.pdf>


