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You are invited to join the
NATIONAL SOARING SOCIETY

#QFFICIAL AMA SOARING “SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP”

® YEARLY NSS “SOAR-IN" TOURNAMENTS

® NATION-WIDE “EXCELLENCE AWARDS PROGRAM"

® EXCELLENT BI-MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

® NSS FULLY SUPPORTS THE F38 SOARING TEAM &
LSF SOARING PROGRAM

@ NSS IS INVOLVED IN THE ORGANIZATION AND
OVERSEEING OF THE SOARING PORTION OF AMA
NATS (INCLUDING AWARDS BANGUET)

& YEARLY DUES ARE $12.00 {SPECIAL FAMILY RATES)

# NSS OFFICERS ARE FROM ALL 11 DISTRICTS
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O = = NSS Secretary Treasurer
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(@))] 2 ] PO. Box 440342
o Aurora, CO 80044
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VIKING MODELS USA

Need a canopy for your sailplane? Jerry's got 'em!
All sizes for all needs; stock and custom~formed...
PETG material. 10" Length....$3,00
11k " .
12" " ...-%4.00
PARAGON type.. $4.50
We have dozens of molds and a vacuum-form machine,

80 if you need a custom design just send top and

side views of the canopy you want - from 3" to 24"

in length, and we'll do our best tc match it.

Call or write Jerry Slates for more information.

We welcome manufacturer and dealer inquiries.

Please add $2.00 per order. Save money by ordering
several at a time. Califdrnians, please add 6kt

sales tax with your orders.

$1.25 per set of 2;

includes hook, capture nut, and
anchor nut. Tough enough to out-
last your sailplane!

Tow Hooks

2026 Spring Lake Drive, Martinez, CA 94553 Tel: (415) 689-0766
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LEADERSHIP n siLent FLiGHT
PERFORMANCE WITH 05 ELECTRIC POWER

6@@9@»{ o2
SPORT SCALE-3 CHANNEL

54" SPAN
425 SQ. IN. AREA
40-45 0Z.

Miss Los (ngeles

SPORT SCALE-4 CHANNEL
44"SPAN
340 SQ. IN. AREA

Lo Grale

OLDTIMER/SPORT-3 CHANNEL
58" SPAN
490 SQ. IN. AREA

41-46 0Z. . Designed by
Bill Winter

A\

Lucifer
TWO METER 05 ELECTRIC

o el o 78" SPAN
" 600 SQ. IN. AREA
35-40 07,

THE PROPHET SERIES - THE PREFERRED SAILPLANES
FOR ALL FLIERS—NOVICE TO COMPETITOR

PROPHET . ‘ PROPHET

78.75" SPAN
941 %5 span . M w613 50. IN. AREA

941 SQ. IN. AREA : 6.25 02./50. IN.
6.0 0./50. IN. WING LOADING = WING LOADING

10%" to 7* CHORD 8% T0 5% CHORD

DAVEY
YOUR SOURCE FOR HI STARTS. l . s ‘. CORPORATIN

WINCHES, RETRIEVERS, ELECTRIC
MOTORS AND OTHER ONE WOOD I(_2A1N5§E MAL;J?EZFIN, PA 19355

QUIET FLIGHT SUPPLIES
SEE YOUR DEALER - NOW

B Stars

IT's "APRIL"™ ALREADY, YET | WRITE THIS IN MAaRCH. WINTER 1IN New
HAMPSHIRE HASN'T BEEN SO BAD THIS YEAR., AND THE WORST OF IT HAS
BEEN BROKEN UP INTO SPELLS OF DESIGNING, BUILDING, EXPERIMENTING,
AND - YES - FLYING...FROM THE SURFACE OF A FROZEN LAKE! GREAT FUN
IN CASE YOU HAVEN'T TRIED IT.

By Now, ['M SURE YOU'VE ALL HEARD THAT LARRY JOLLY WON THE
CROSS-COUNTRY CONTEST IN SOUTH AFRICA, USING HIS COMET SAILPLANE
(RUDDER/ELEVATOR AND - GASP! - POLYHEDRAL). JOHN LIGHTFOOT, WHO
WAS THERE AS A CONTESTANT HAS WRITTEN ABOUT 1T FOR US FURTHER ON
IN THIS 1SSUE. | ALSO GOT A REPORT FROM THE SOLE ENGLISH ENTRANT,
PETER STEVENS, WHO SAYS THAT THIS WAS THE SINGLE MOST INTERESTING
EVENT HE HAS EVER ENTERED. [T LOOKS LIKE F3H (AS CROSS-COUNTRY IS
puBBED BY THE FAIl) 1S HERE TO STAY.

SEEING AS HOW THIS WILL BE THE APRIL ISSUE., AND APRIL FooL's Day
IS ONLY A MONTH AWAY, I'LL STICK MY NECK OUT A MILE AND MAKE SOME
PREDICTIONS THAT YOU CAN ACCEPT OR LAUGH AT, WHICHEVER PLEASES
YOU MOST...MAYBE BOTH?

THIS WILL BE THE YEAR IN WHICH CROSS-COUNTRY SOARING WILL BEGIN
TO ERODE THE POPULARITY OF THERMAL DURATION CONTESTS, AND YOU'LL
FIND CD's BUSILY AT WORK WITH THEIR LOCAL ROAD MAPS FIGURING OUT
SOME DECENT ROUTES. SCALE SAILPLANES ARE QUIETLY OUT THERE
FLYING, AND MAYBE YQU'LL SEE MORE AND MORE OF THEM COMPETING IN
CROSS-COUNTRY RACES. ONE REASON 1S LARGE SPAN, GOOD PENETRATION,
AND FLAT GLIDE RATIOS; BESIDES WHICH THEY LOOK A LOT LIKE THE
REAL THING.

THERMAL DURATION WILL CONTINUE AS THE NUMERO UNO INTEREST OF MOST
FLIERS, AND -YES- YOU'VE GUESSED IT. RUDDER/ELEVATOR/SPOILERS FOR
CONTROL. HOWEVER., THE DIE-HARD F3B TYPES WILL BE BUSILY ENGAGED
IN GETTING READY FOR THE NEXT WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS AND TRYING TO
FIGURE OUT WHICH DESIGN(S) WILL BE BEST.

MICHAEL SELIG'S AIRFOILS ARE NOW BEGINNING TO SHOW UP HERE AND
THERE WITH EXCELLENT RESULTS REPQRTED BY THOSE WHO HAVE USED
THEM. IN FACT, YOU CAN USE EITHER A SELIG ORIGINAL...OR, I[F YOU
DON'T WANT TO STICK YOUR NECK OUT QUITE THAT FAR, YOQU CAN.USE HIS
IMPROVED EPPLER 'FOILS OR MAYBE EVEN HIS IMPROVED AQUILA AIRFOIL
- JUST TO PICK AN EXAMPLE.

I PREDICT THE NATS WwILL HOT AND HUMID (LOUISIANA 1IN
JuLy...ugH!) BUT THE FOOD, FUN AND FLYING wiLL MORE THAN MAKE UP
FOR THE WEATHER. SAILPLANES, AS USUAL, WILL DOMINATE THE ENTRIES,
AND IT 1S RUMORED THAT JEFF TROY wiLL BE CD AS HE WAS LAST YEAR
IN SPRINGFIELD.

THIS WILL _BE.  THE YEAR OF THE AUTOPILOT, MADE POPULAR BY HELMUT
LELKE AND HEIDI. THERE WILL BE SEVERAL MANUFACTURERS ON THE
MARKET WITH THEM (SEE AD THIS ISSUE), AND YOU WILL ALSO SEE A LOT
OF THERMAL SNIFFERS IN USE.

AT LEAST ONE RADIO MANUFACTURER WILL INTRODUCE A COMPLETELY
PROGRAMMED TRANSMITTER HAVING A THERMAL DURATION MODE AND AN F3B
MODE OF OPERATION, WHEREBY AN ENTIRE FLIGHT FROM LAUNCH TO
LANDING CAN BE DONE WITH A SERIES OF BUTTON PUSHES...AND YOU LL
BE ABLE TO SWITCH BACK TO_ NORMAL MODE FROM ANYWHERE IN THE
PROGRAM AS A MANUAL OVERRIDE. THE PROGRAM FOR TURNS WILL BE THE
QIGGEST HELP IN F3B, AND TIMES UNDER 19 SECONDS WILL BECOME THE
NORM'. DURING THE YEAR, SOMEONE WILL PUT THE THERMAL SNIFFER AND
AUTOPILOT TOGETHER SO THE AUTOPILOT CAN 'LOCK' INTO A THERMAL FOR
YOU, CORING THE LIFT BETTER THAN YOU CAN.

THERE  YOU HAVE IT FOLKS...AND IF IT DOESN'T COME TO PASS,
YOU CAN BLAME THE coMpuTeER! APRIL FOOL anD... HAPPY SOARING,

































