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April onwards, using the farm field for aerotow. We have a strip cut

out, and during the season it's mowed every fortnight to keep it decent.
The strip is located in a large valley almost surrounded by forest,and
the thermals seem to pop away very nicely during the summer. It is

very nice to get some of the Old Timers aloft to 1,000 feet and then
release them. We have had some good thermal times exceeding 60 minutes.
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Vintage Tug for Vintage gliders; Pretty Tiger Moth in yellow with bl

"As I mentioned to you before, flat-field events (thermal soaring)
for scale gliders are taking off very nicely in the U.K. Our main
local events take place near a small country town called
which is some 50 miles away. The flat-field scale events are very
interesting and rewarding, and are well attended. At the last meeting
we had some 46 sailplanes and 4 tugs (tow planes) which were kept
very busy from 0930 - 1900 hours. They hope to repeat the events this
year and also hold a special day for Vintage Scale, which of course
my own club will be helping, so it could be a good year if the weather
is kind to us.

"Returning to your point about scale being at a low ebb in the
USA, this concerns me somewhat. In the UK lately some of the maga-
zines have published small technical articles on full-size vintage
gliders which are interesting to read and also bring such gliders
to the attention of modellers young and old. This type of article
helps in some way but I think the IMASS and the model kit manufact-
urers could help a lot more than they do.

"In the UK there are very large areas of the country that are
very flat, and for many modellers a trip to the hills is a big affair,
8o many of them who fly scale either use a power winch or aerotow to
get airborne. Some of them even use handline, but of course to do this
the scale model must be light in weight and in many instances the
model construction is very similar to the full size. My LO-100,
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MU-13D3, Ka-3, HUTTER 17 are good examples of full-size construction
in miniature which produces a machine with a light wing loading; i.e.,
ranging from 9 oz. to 11.5 oz. per square foot. I have seen many
other fine scale models in the U.K. that fall into this category --
such as the Petrel, Kite 1, etc. Build them light and they are up
there with the Gentle Ladys, etc., and in many instances will outfly
them!

Here's a pre-WWII Mul3D "Atalante"
sailplane at the Oxford flat-field event.
Excellent flier. Mrs. Charlesworth poses
with a smile at left behind rudder.

"Some scale glider types can do with some slight modifications
to their respective airfoils to make them perform that much better.
Let's face it: some of the designs we build are very old to say the
least, and a little modern technology applied to the airfoils used
can be extremely good, and it would take a real expert to detect it.
For instance on a Grunau Baby (full-size) they used a Gottingen 535
which, as you know, has a very large undercamber and is okay for calm
days with lots of thermals. So, if you just change it to a NACA 'foil
of a suitable type you have a machine capable of penetration in a
breeze...and a much better all-'round soaring capability. There are
many scale models flying in Europe that carry a slightly different
airfoil than the original, but in the air they are still scale models.
The Grunau is the only model so far in my collection that carries a
modified airfoil. All the others have a super performance with their
original sections! The LO-100 and LO-150 carry a Clark Y section -=-
yes, a Clark Y -- but its soaring and thermal performance is extremely
good.



