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THE VINTAGE SAILPLANE ASSOCIATION

VSA is a very dedicated group of soaring
enthusiasts who are keeping our gliding
history and heritage alive by building,
restoring and flying military and civilian
gliders from the past, some more than
fifty years old. Several vintage glider
meets are held each year. Members include
modellers, pilot veterans, aviation his-
torians and -other aviation enthusiasts
from all continents of the world. VSA
publishes the gquarterly magazine BUNGEE
CORD. Sample issue $ 1.-. Membership
$ 10.- per year.

For more information write:

Vintage Sailplane Association
Scott Airpark
Lovettsville, Va. 22080.

ORIGINAL GLIDER DESIGNS
WANTED
FOR OUR FALL '87 CATALOG

If you have a glider design. kit plans
or related suppiies you would like
marketed on a Nation Wide basis
Please Contact Us At

AMERICAN SAILPLANE

DESIGNS

2626 Coronado Ave.. #89
San Diego. Califorma 92154
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MIMIMOA

WING SPAN
LENGTH

WING AREA
ASPECT RATIO
EMPTY WEIGHT
GROSS WEIGHT
WING LOADING

STALLING SPEED
MAXIMUM SPEED
SINK RATE a63kM/H

17.00m \‘\

7.00m
19.00m2
15.2:1
216,00x6
350.00«s
18.42ke/M2
60.00xm/H
220.,00kM/H
0.65M/sec

AIRFOIL  (Mop) Go. 681
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The Keystone R/C Club continues a proud tradition

EIGHTH ANNUAL KRC

Electnic Fly

SEPTEMBER 19-20, 1987

SAT. 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM SUN. 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Buc-Le Aerosportsmen Flying Field

Helier Rd. Quakertown, Pa.

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE
Daily Cash Award For “ALL UP LAST DOWN'' (This event opened to all NICAD powered aircraft)
Daily Awards for Best Looking, Most Aerobatic
Daily Raftfle of fine Electric Merchandise

ALLENTOWN

BUCLE FIELD
QUAKERTOWK EXIT § 16 37 KRC ELECTRIC FLY

~N —

STATION
. 1405

KRCFIELD @
HATFIELD

Current AMA

Membership
Card Must Be
Presented To
Register QUAKERTOWN
% AVIATION INC . [ .
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S
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Tasy

Due to the growth of this event, KRC members felt we needed a bigger tield to hoid the
Electric Fly on. We therefore with gratuitous permission from the Buc-Le Aerosportsmen
have moved this event from our tield to theirs. The field is bigger and more important it has
more open space to fly over. The field is located 20 minutes (approx. 10 miles) North of our tield.

Welcome to the second SCALE ISSUE of RC SOARING DIGEST...or, perhaps more
correctly stated, the second issue covering SCALE MODEL sailplanes! I'm

sure you would like to hear that the first scale issue (March 1987) was
popular, as indeed it was; in fact, one of the most popular issues ever
printed! Therefore, we're doing the SECOND SCALE ISSUE to satisfy the demand
for more information, and to use some of the hundreds of photos we've re-
ceived from dedicated scale modelers all over the world.
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In last month's issue I promised you an extra-large double issue: August and
September, to cover the period of moving to Arizona and settling into our

new home. What better, then, to make this SECOND SCALE ISSUE the biggest ever
in our brief history of publishing RCSD. Many of you have ordered back issues
after finding out that RCSD has been published since January 1984, and as a
consequence, some years are nearly depleted. For example, I think we have only
a few months of 1984 left; about 10 months of 1985; 11 months of 1986 and

all of 1987 to date .

The plsnning, construction and flying of scale sailplanes represents a larger-
than-usual effort on the part of the dedicated modeler. Collection of docu-
mentation, drawing of plans to the correct scale, and last but not least the
construction of the model. Usually this effort is rewarded by the end result:

a possible win or place at a scale meet, and really fine flying characteristics
coupled with unexcelled appearance in the air. This is particularly true of
vintage scale models, typical of those flown in the 1330's and '40's...and ’
to some extent those flown in the '50's as hold-overs from pre-War times.

There is no real consensus concerning “vintage" or what constitutes a vintage
glider or sailplane, although the Vintage Sailplane Association in Lovettsville,
Virginia considers any sailplane constructed before about 13855 to be vintage.
There is some discussion underway to classify sailplanes and gliders as
Antique, Vintage, Classic and Modern -- but here, again, there isn't any hard
and fast rule employed by all countries throughout the world.

For those engaged in the research necessary to produce a winning scale model
glider or sailplane, I'd like to recommend that you join VSA (see ad on back
cover this issue) or the corresponding association in Great Britain whose

address is: The Vintage Gliding Club (VGC) c/o Chris Wills,"Wings", The Street
'Ewelme, Oxon., England; or c/o Robin Traves, "Rose View" Marden Road, Staplehurst,
Kent, England. Last, but by no means least, is the (US) National Sailplane Museum
(NSM) Herris Hill, RFD#3, Elmira, New York 14901.

These are all magnificent sources of information, and will prove to be a big

help to all of those who seek documentation for their projects. I look forward

to being "swamped" once more with letters, photos, comments and source information
from all of you who enjoy and approve the SCALE issues. Thanks for all your help

and interest. I'm looking forward to our next and THIRD scale jssue.

Happy soaring,
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BOB CARTWRIGHT'S T-53 SLINGSBY IN BEFORE

THE T =53 SSTORY..S ; » c'amnons a'a alaalalabalsinleletaaiabaliaralaaas s s BOb Cartwright*
Back in the first scale issue, Bob Cartwright sent in some
photos of his scale model of the Slingsby T-49B CAPSTAN two-seat training
sailplane built and flown in England. The model turned out to be an ex-
cellent performer as well as a great looker. Here's Bob again to tell you
about his T-53. You might want to write to him.
"The Slingsby T-498 appeared in the April 1984 issue of RC Modeler
, designed and built by M. Hollison. The specs are: Span:- 107-374",
Wing areas:- BOO Square Inches; Fuselage length:- 52"; Stabilizer length:-
30". Flat-bottom airfoil, coupled rudder and silerons, and spoilers.
"Compared with m y other ships, it's a bit difficult to say,

as m y other ssilplanes are 'bent-wing birds'....but it does real well
as long as I keep the speed up. If I Slow it down too much, it will drop

a wing on me, and I don't have much time with ailerons.

"There are only two other scale ships in our club, and the T-49
stays right with them. The T-53 is coming right along, and I'm down to
the final sanding and some small details to finish. I still haven't

found any documentation for it...I wrote to Sean Walbank,but I still haven't

heard from him (as of January 4th 1987...JHG) I also wrote to the Vintage
Sailplane Association and obtained from them the name of a fellow in Massa-
chusetts who owns a full-size T-53, but I haven't heard from him yet.
"By the way, I have a 13-foot MONSTER on one of Jerry Slates'
CONTENDER fuselages (Viking Models USA - see ad in RCSD...JHG) and it
is a great flier. I accomplished my second 1-hour thermal flight with it
and will go for my Level IV gosl and return with it as soon as the weather
is better. I intend to write to Jerry Slates and let him know about our
field here; it is a 300-acre sod farm about ten miles out of town."
Editor's comment: The next letter we received from Bob contained
a couple of nice photos of the T-53 (see pix in this issue) and he says:
"Well, the T-53 is finished except for a license number. It has
been too windy to attempt flying it...maybe this weekend! The original
article and plans came from the March 1973 RCM, which I obtained from them.
A friend of mine had the mag (with construction article...JHG). I have
covered it as per plans drawn by Bob Andris (Andrus?) but I still haven't
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AND AFTER VIEWS. SHIP HAS SWEPT- FORWARD WINGS.

found anything to document the model. I have obtained a copy of the April
1970 issue of SOARING magazine (Journal of the Soaring Society of Americe..
JHG) but the photo is black & white, and does not match Mr. Andris' plans.
I1'l1l let you know how it flies when we get some decent weather (signed)

Bob C."

Editor's notes:

Subsequently RCSD received another letter from Bob which says:

"I've put just one flight on the T-53 last Saturday. The wing
rods are flexing too much, so I'm going to harden them this week. The
flight was short because the wimngs flexed so much that I got off the
winch; I was scared! I'll let you know how I progress with it. (signed)
Bob C."

Editor's note:

Since then, I haven't heard from Bob about it, but it may have attended
the SCALE UPRISING as this is being written, and may well have done well
in the meet. That will be mentioned in a future issue, as the meet is

not yet fully reported at the time of writing. However, a couple of
interesting comments from Martin Simons who says that the original T-53
was not an entirely satisfactory replacement for the T-49, its prede-
cessor. The main reason being that it was heavy and awjward, having

been constructed of aluminum instead of wood and fabric as was the T-49B.
Appraently the flight charactersitics were not as pleasant or the per-
formance as good as that of the T-49B CAPSTAN. The wing sweep-forward

was done to facilitate the instructor's view from the back seat, because
the T-53 was 8 tandem two-seater, whereas the T7-49 was almost a full side-
by-side configuration, with slight stagger to the seating, making it a
very pleasant machine for instruction and also a good soaring bird. This
is a ¢ ase where modern materials and design are not always better than
the earlier machines' materials and design.

Concerning documentation of the T-53, a good point is raised.

It is not only necessary to duplicate a type in scale mnodelling, but

it is also necessary to duplicate a specific aircraft for which such

items as markings, color, and other particular and perhaps peculiar
features distinguish it fromother machines of its type. Thus, you have

to do a lot more research than merely construct a plane according to plans
and finish it in a manner that seems typical to you...JHG. 3







