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ELECTRIC CONNECTION
by Mark Nankivil

7411 Canterbury Ave.
St. Louis, Missouri 63143

(314) 781-9175
nankivil@telocity.com

The Great Oc-Tow-Berfest 2000

(This event was held near St. Louis back in late September/early
October. Submitted by Mark Nankivil and Pete George, photography
by Mark Nankivil.)

For the second year running, Peter George and the Midwest Air
Wing R/C Club hosted The Great Midwest Oc-Tow-Berfest from

September 29th through October 1st at their club flying field near
Alton, Illinois, which is just across the Mississippi River from St.
Louis, Missouri. The weather was excellent for all three days with
clear skies and a light breeze out of the south. A relaxed atmosphere
amongst the attendees, with a good number of spectators stopping by
to watch, made for a very enjoyable weekend of flying.

Oc-Tow-Berfest will be back again in 2001, so keep watch for further
information in R/C Soaring Digest. ‘Til then, enjoy the photos and start
building the model you will bring later this year!

Photography available for current viewing, in color, by downloading
.pdf file from RCSD web site.

Bob Harold’s 1/4 scale Multiplex ASH-
26 on finals. 3.6 meter span and 12 lb.

Event director Peter George’s workhorse tug -
a 1/4 scale Vogt Modelbau Dornier Do27.
Powered by a 70cc Brison motor and weigh-
ing in at 32 lb., this model easily handled 185
of the 201 tows made during the event.

(L) Robin Lehman
prepping his Fox
prior to one of his
many flights over
the weekend. Robin
has been instrumen-
tal in expanding
scale aerotow in the
U.S. of A. and
deserves much
credit for his efforts.

Mike Watson’s
gorgeous 1/3 scale
ASH-26 was the
Pilot’s Choice for
Best Modern. 6
meter span and 26
lb. of sheer beauty
in the air.

(R) Rick Lake from
Tecumseh, Michigan
took the Pilot’s
Choice for Best
Vintage with his 1/3
scale ASK-18.
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Group Shot - there
were 20 pilots with 22
sailplanes and 3
aerotow tugs regis-
tered for the event.

(L) Gene Barker from
Bloomington, Illinois
brought this nice 1/4
scale Pipe Cub for
aerotow duties.

(L) Pete George’s 1/
3rd scale EMS Duo-
Discus looks the part
with an Axel pilot in
the cockpit. 5.3 meter
span and 26 lb. -
awesome flier!

(L) Andrew Jamieson’s
Glasflugel Mosquito
and Graupner Twin
Astir at rest. Both
models are 4 meter
span, and approx. 12
lb. Andrew is from
Dallas, Texas and had
the models shipped up
for the event.

(L) Bob Harold came
from West Salem,
Wisconsin and
brought along a 1/4
scale Reiher made
from the Bob Sealy
short kit - 183" span
and 14 lb.

(R) Rick Ransom from
Ionia, Michigan flew
this nice 1/3.6 scale,
13 lb., 165" span Rodel
Ka-6e.

(Above & Below) David Crutchley of
Bloomington, IL brought a Flair 1/4 scale ASK-
8b for his first aerotow event. Model is all built
up with 144" wingspan and 7.5 lb. flying weight.



R/C Soaring DigestPage 14



March 2001 Page 15



R/C Soaring DigestPage 16



March 2001 Page 17



R/C Soaring DigestPage 18



March 2001 Page 19



R/C Soaring DigestPage 20



March 2001 Page 21



R/C Soaring DigestPage 22



March 2001 Page 23



R/C Soaring DigestPage 24


