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That worked, but left a weak, uneven surface. 

I sloshed in a bit of epoxy for strength. Then I dripped in a small 
amount of Gorilla Glue, tipped it around until the inside surface 
was coated, and left it in a position where gravity would keep it 
in the right place. 

The result: strong but uneven. 

Image 7: Light spackle smoothed unevenness. Fiberglass 
blotted dry, covered with 3" PVC tape, pressured with foam, 
ply, and clamps. Tape glue works as a mold release. Wax paper 
works also. Simpler than bagging. 

The bite near the tip is filled with sanded Gorilla Glue, spackled 
smooth, and glassed. 
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Image 8: Peeling the tape off the glass. The spackle smoothed 
the wing to nearly its original shape. 

It will slope again. 

Postscript: And it did slope again. Briefly. It flew great on a test 
hill, the flying bump at the entrance to Joe Watt Canyon, about 
a hundred miles east of Seattle. That’s across the Cascades in 
the Kittitas Valley. 

Joe Watt Bump is maybe 150’ high. Grassy all over. Great place 
to test planes. The wind was about 30mph, with gusts, and very 
bumpy. 

A gust? Pilot error? I nosed the project in. 

It has minor damage to the wing root, and the glue holding the 
nose in place slipped. Easily fixable. But no more flying the 
Mini-Blade this day. 
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Image 9: The author with the repaired Mini-Blade and a 60" 
Birdworks Zipper at Joe Watt Bump in eastern Washington. 

Image 10: The Mini-Blade and a Prodij. 
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